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December 9, 2011

Dear Green School Families,

Did you know we have delicious, juicy sugar snap peas growing in the Organic Teaching Garden right now?  Did you know that the kindergarteners gathered marigold seeds from marigolds in the Organic Teaching Garden and planted them in the grow room?  Did you know that these marigold seeds had a better germination rate than the seeds we got from Burpee?

You can keep track of what is happening in the garden by visiting our garden blog (http://gsborganicteachinggarden.blogspot.com). In the coming months, our 5th graders will begin adding their own entries to the blog.  Here are a few excerpts from the blog…
Monday, December 5, 2011

Black-eyed Susans in bloom!
Yes, it is true. December 5th, 2011 and our black-eyed Susan's are thriving and in bloom again. This warm weather is something else. Highs in the 50's this past week-end and a high expected in the low 60's today. Even the fig tree is budding. I am curious if the peppers will start to bloom again.

This time last year we were days a way from skiing and Ski liberty had skiable snow on 90% of the mountain. We have lost pansies to this heat and have cool weather transplants leftover that I didn't think we could get to that are in great shape and ready to go in the ground.

You should also see the marigolds that are thriving in the garden - crazy I say!

Tuesday, November 29, 2011

Sugar-snap peas
So, I mentioned before our first fall attempt at sugar-snap peas. They are going crazy. Big, healthy plants and huge, crisp, sweet, sugar-snap peas. I mean pods, 3 and 4 inches in length that are so delicious.

I also noticed sugar-snap peas growing in Front Porch Farmers farms that are doing equally as well. Very exciting.

Monday, November 28, 2011

Horseradish
I thought by now we would have had a hard frost or two or three, which would have killed off my greens on the horseradish and I could start to harvest it. Not only have we not had those hard frosts, but it was 71 degrees yesterday. Some of the pansies are getting leggy and trees are budding.

And I thought global warming was a myth!
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Hello all! Two of us on the Green Committee whose kids take the bus for the first time this year wanted to give you all a parent update regarding the GSB bus. This bus currently comes from west to east, snaking its way from its start in Remington to Wyman Park, then to Charles Village, and the YMCA along 33rd street.

We’ve found the bus experience to be great: it saves on time in the car, allows us some nice time with the kids on the way to the bus stop and while waiting, and gives the kids some time with their friends on the way to school. And of course, fewer cars on the road and money saved on gas is always a good thing.

As you plan for the second half of the year, please consider if bus riding could work for your family. A couple points to consider:
- The price of taking the bus (listed with bus policy attachment) is per family, not per student. So for example, even for 2 kids paying full price it would be only $315 family to ride the bus both ways per 1⁄2 year, and $157 for only morning or afternoon riding. .

- Being a bus-riding family doesn't mean that you can never drive your kid(s). You could even save one day a week to drive them in as a special routine. Our two families take the a.m.-only bus from Charles Village and it has been a great timesaver especially as you add the complication of older siblings starting to go to middle school in a different location.

- There is a friendly bus driver, John, AND an aide on the bus, so it’s a calm ride. 
- The payments from the current families that take the bus only make up about a 1/3 of the total cost of the bus. The GSB administration has been willing to take on the expense so that kids who started school in Remington can continue to attend GSB. But with school funding cuts, there’s no guarantee the bus will be continued next year. Currently, it is about a one-third full bus. You could think of it as helping both the school and your family if your kids try the bus the second half of this year.

If the bus is on your route, we encourage you to give it a try for the spring. Your kids will probably enjoy it as ours do and riding with familiar faces to school is pretty cool.

In addition, we are also looking to provide GSB administration with any information or creative ways to continue to provide green transportation in form of the bus that is not so costly to the school. If there’s an obstacle to your family taking the bus, you have questions, or you have some ideas you’d like to share, please call, email, or catch us in person. Check out more details in bus policy/ sign-up instructions attachment.

Louisa Creamer (louisa.creamer@gmail.com; mother of 2nd and 4th graders) Amy Thompson (thompsah@Nasw.org, or 410-366-7835; mother of 2nd graders and a GSB alum)

Winter Extravaganza

Date:          Thursday, December 22

Time:         2:45 – 3:45

Location:   Church Basement
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Reminders


6:00 Tonight: Talent Show 3340 Norman Avenue (off Chesterfield)


 Thursday, December 22: Winter Extravaganza 2:45 – 3:45


Friday, December 23 – Monday, January 2: Winter Break


Tuesday, January 3:  Return to School
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Wes Linda, father of 1st Grader Ashleigh Linda, and owner of Kliiq would like to offer a family portrait special to Green School families.  Visit �HYPERLINK "http://www.kliiq.com/"�http://www.kliiq.com/� and click on the Green School link at the top of the page.  Enter Green2011 as a password to gain access to the special package only for Green School Families!  10% of all packages booked will be donated to the Green School!  Get your portrait taken and support the school all at the same time!








