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October 14, 2011

Dear Green School Families,
Just before the summer break, I wrote about a grant that the Green School received through the Healthy Neighborhoods Program to start an unconventional farm in Belair Edison – a farm made up of 25 small, front porch farms in planter boxes. Through this grant, we gave container gardens full of summer crops to 25 of our neighbors in Belair Edison.   Some of the Green School families who live in Belair Edison lead the way by becoming front porch farmers, including the families of Kevin Turner (4th grade), Kenneth Hartwell (1st grade), Tanyae Stephenson (4th grade), and Jamari Rascoe (5th grade).  

As you walk through the neighborhood, I am sure you have seen these planter boxes adorned with stickers saying “I Am a Belair-Edison Farmer” sitting on front porches.  This summer, these mini farms were full of peppers, tomatoes, and eggplants.  Despite some long, hot dry spells this summer and record rains this fall, these Front Porch Farmers have kept their plants alive and producing!  A couple of weeks ago, we gave the Belair Edison Front Porch Farmers cool weather plants like spinach, sugar snap peas, and pansies, so they will have a fall harvest as well.
This grant represents a partnership between The Green School, Belair Edison Neighborhoods, Inc., Bluewater Baltimore, and Real Food Farm. It is good to see so many organizations working together to promote urban farming and to bring fresh, healthful foods to our neighborhood
With warm regards,
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· Thursday, October 27: Kindergarten and 1st grade Field Trip to Clarks Elioak Farm (Ellicott City)

· Thursday, October 27: 3rd Grade Field Trip to Living Classroom Foundation (Fells Point)

· Thursday, October 27: 5th Grade Field Trip to the Southeast Branch of the Enoch Pratt Library
· Thursday, November 3 – Meeting with 5th Grade Families to prepare for Middle School Choice
· Friday, November 11 – BINGO Night (6:30 – 9:00) 
· Friday, December 9 – 3rd Annual GSB Talent Show 
Volunteer Opportunities
Now that we have settled into the routines of the new school year, we are ready to roll out this year’s Volunteer Program.  Next Friday’s letter will contain all of the details about the different volunteer opportunities, including the committees (Outreach, Green, and Fundraising).
The Green School of Baltimore


It’s that time again, folks!
The GSB Chili Jamboree 
Be prepared for lots of fun, music, and 

heaping bowls of chili and cornbread.

Join us in the GSB Courtyard 

on 

Saturday, October 29, 2011, 12noon – 4:00pm

What to Bring:

· A crockpot full of your mouth-watering chili creation, cornbread, cider, a side dish and/or a dessert. 

·  Your musical instruments.
· Your own bowls, cups and utensils (so we can make this a green event with very little trash)
Reminders


Thursday, October 20 & Friday, October 21: School Closed for 1st Quarter Conferences 


Thursday, October 27: Kindergarten and 1st grade field trip to Clarks Elioak Farm (Ellicott City)


Thursday, October 27: 3rd Grade Field Trip to Living Classroom Foundation (Fells Point)


Thursday, October 27:, 5th Grade Field Trip to the Southeast Branch of the Enoch Pratt Library


Saturday, October 29: 12:00 – 4:00 - Chili Jamboree 











Don't forget to find us on Facebook:


Look for "The Green School of Baltimore Information and Updates Page"











